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SUBJECT: PRESS QUESTION ON WATERGATE 
DEPT ALSO PASS HORAN/WHITE HOUSE 

1. DUE TO NUMEROUS PRESS REQUESTS FOR INTERVIEWS, I HELD SMALL 
PRESS CONFERENCE MORNING MAY 29 IN MY OFFICE FOR REPORTERS FROM 
PRINCIPAL LOCAL PAPERS. FOLLOWING NUMEROUS QUESTIONS ON VARIETY 
OF TOPICS RANGING FROM DIEGO GARCIA TO MY FEELINGS ABOUT POW 
EXPERIENCE, ONE REPORTER ASKED MY OPINION ABOUT WATERGATE, 

TO WHICH I REPLIED ESSENTIALLY AS FOLLOWS: 

2. IN MY OWN PERSONAL OPINION, MANY PEOPLE AT HOME NO DOUBT 
FEEL THAT MISTAKES WERE MADE IN THAT REGARD. MY PERSONAL 
ASSUMPTION IS THAT THE PRESIDENT WOULD CERTAINLY HAVE PREFERRED 
THAT NO SUCH INCIDENT HAD TAKEN PLACE. IT SEEMS OBVIOUS THAT 
THIS IS CAUSING CONTINUING DIFFICULTIES FOR THE PRESIDENT 

AT HOME AND NO ONE CAN SAY EXACTLY HOW THIS MATTER WILL 
FINALLY BE RESOLVED. 

3. I FELT IT WAS MORE REASONABLE TO RESPOND IN THIS WAY THAN 
TO REFUSE ANY COMMENT. SOME OF LOCAL PAPERS HAVE REPUTATION 
FOR BEING RATHER FREE-WHEELING AND I CANNOT FORETELL WHETHER 
SOME PAPERS MIGHT TRY TO DISTORT WHAT I SAID, ONE WAY OR ANOTHER. 
MANHARD 
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